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PURPOSE: To achieve inspection with a detection sensitivity corresponding to 
an allowable degree of a foreign matter on an object to be inspected, by varying 
the beam diameter according to the object being inspected. 

CONSTITUTION: A laser beam L is made incident skewly onto a reticle 10 
through an expander 1 and a lens 26. The reticle 10 is scanned with the laser 
beam L in the direction (x) while being moved in the direction (y) to accomplish 
a scanning over the entire surface thereof. For alteration of the diameter of 
the beam L on the surface to be inspected, an aperture 2 is inserted properly 
onto or removed from the optical axis. Outputs of photoelectric detectors 30-34 
for detecting scattered light from a foreign matter are corrected with amplifica- 
tion factor converters 76-80 and binary-coded with comparators 84-88. ANDed 
values of the outputs binary coded are outputied with an AND circuit 92 to 
judge whether foreign matters are present. 
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